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Chamberlain was alive to the debacle of 1931 some thirty years ago that he opened up the tariff controversy. He saw the British Empire sinking into oblivion, and the nation's virtue wasted to humour the whims of the merchant. He could see that there was no power to avert the Great War, no power to save Europe beyond the ability to control trade.
It was unfortunate that he exaggerated in prosperous times and allowed the public to see the political conversion working in his mind. It made them look on Tariff Reform as a personal ruse to regain his prestige lost over the Boer War. When Mr. Baldwin is compared as a statesman it can be seen that he has had no such handicaps. He had thought out the case in the privacy of his youth; brought an untarnished record into public life; made one bold attempt and then for a reason best known to himself decided to do the most that circumstances would allow. It has never occurred to him to attempt to force circumstances; it is alien to his temperament. He has also considered, quite rightly, that it would not have been safe to have allowed men of less character to have tried their strength on circumstance. There have been many willing. The result has been that for lack of the ability to control trade the Empire has suffered. Free Trade has brought riches to the "little Englander," because it is a policy for city states. Venice and Holland are but examples of states that have refused the burden of political responsibility and passed from history leaving only museums behind them. Nineteenth century England has only left her slums. The Empire has been rejected as an uncemented land mass only bound by sentiment. The highest responsibility has been neglected for the lure of trade. It is absurd to contend that Mr. Baldwin failed to realise this in some form as he faced the humdrum of Government routine. Perhaps he decided that only a revolution could undo the evil of a hundred years and considered it better to allow that revolution to herald itself tfaaa to accelerate its pace. His tactics although they have